


UNITED FOR A COMMON,
PEOPLE-CENTRIC EUROPE

The European Union’s fundamental val-
ues are freedom, democracy, equality, and
human rights. The Swedish People’s Party
(SFP/RKP) aims to continue working for
peace and stability in Europe, for a union
where the rule of law is respected and

the economy can grow and businesses
flourish, where citizens can influence and
freely realize their dreams. It is import-
ant that the voice of the citizens is heard.
Decisions should be made as close to the
citizen as possible. The EU should respect
and support local and national deci-
sion-making.

The EU started as a joint peace project,
and it is crucial that the work for peace
and security in Europe continues. United,
we are strong, and together we continue
to work for a strong and united Europe: a
common, secure Europe of the citizens.

There is a war in Europe. The security
situation is the worst since the Cold War.
Today, there are forces both inside and
outside the EU attempting to weaken

our union. The rise of populism and the
far right is growing, and the desire to
dismantle citizens’ trust in authorities is
increasing. SFP/RKP, as a liberal party,
wants to resist these forces and work for
the principle of the rule of law, human
rights, and the equal value of all. We work
to ensure the rights and representation of
linguistic and other minorities throughout
the EU. An inclusive and multicultural Eu-
rope is a strength that we should promote
and protect.

The European Parliament should also be
the parliament of the self-governing areas.

We work to ensure that the Aland Islands
as a self governing region of Finland is rep-
resented in the European Parliament.

An expansion of the EU is in Finland’s
interests, and it is an important goal for us.
Today, the expansion of the EU is also very
much a security and geopolitical issue. We
welcome new countries, but they must meet
the membership criteria. The rule of law is
among the most central requirements. This
requirement includes, among other things,
work against corruption, but all the criteria
must be followed by future and current
member states.

We will continue to work for gender equali-
ty. A gender-equal Europe is a safe Europe.
SFP/RKP works for diversity and for
women to be represented in EU leadership
positions to the same extent as men. We
will fight oppression and violence against
girls and women by all means.

All member countries should prevent and
combat violence against women and do-
mestic violence. Efforts to secure the rights
of sexual and gender minorities must be
intensified in the EU.

This work requires joint efforts. Nothing
can be taken for granted. The importance
of a free, stable, safe, and united EU is more
crucial now than ever.

The EU should continue to support
Ukraine, both militarily and economically,
and war criminals should be held account-
able. Russia should be made to pay for the
reconstruction of what they have destroyed
in Ukraine.

SFP/RKP WANTS:

Finland to be a proactive and constructive
actor within the EU that actively promotes the
nation’s interests.

All member states commit to the EU’s common
values and the principle of the rule of law.

The EU’s annual review and report on the
principle of the rule of law to be developed.

The EU intervenes when member countries
act laws that violate human rights or the
principle of the rule of law, by cutting off
funds to these countries.

The EU to respect the linguisticand
rights of EU citizens who speak mi
regional languages.

The efforts for gender equali
and considered in all d




UNITED, WE SUCCEED WITH
THE GREEN TRANSITION

Climate change is the greatest challenge
of our time, a challenge that knows no
national borders. Only together can we
tackle climate change. We have already
managed to create fair and effective joint
solutions that make our society more
sustainable and benefit us all. The EU has
ambitious emission targets for 2030: to
reduce emissions by 55 percent compared
to 1990. Right at the start of the next man-
date period, the emission targets for 2040
and 2050 will be formulated, which is an
important milestone to ensure that we
achieve the goal of keeping global warm-
ing below 1.5 degrees in accordance with
the Paris Agreement.

The polluter should pay for it, and the
emissions trading system is one of the
most effective ways to reduce emissions.
We have common rules for emissions trad-
ing within the EU that are important. The
emissions trading system must continue
to evolve as the EU’s emission targets
become more ambitious.

The green transition is necessary for us
to reach the climate goals. We will work
to support and accelerate this transition,
while ensuring that Finland’s unique
energy needs and conditions are consid-
ered. Breaking free from fossil energy

is not just an environmental measure, it
is also crucial for Finland’s security and
self-sufficiency. For companies to realize
this transition, long-term and predictable
decisions and legislation are needed.

The green transition is a tremendous
opportunity for Finland. We have Eu-
rope’s best grid network, and effective
cooperation with Sweden and Norway,
which allows us to guarantee the supply of
emission-free energy. The investments in
renewable and clean energy that are now
being made attract industrial investments.
Finland should be a leader in the green
transition.

We all share a common responsibility for
our environment and nature. We work
for an EU that understands local condi-
tions and national peculiarities, an EU
that trusts its member countries. The EU
should continue its work to stop the loss
of biodiversity. The EU’s role in Baltic Sea
issues is important. The condition of the
Baltic Sea remains critical, and strong
joint actions by all Baltic Sea countries
are needed to improve the situation. The
EU should continue to enable sustainable
fishing in the Baltic Sea.




UNITED FOR AN EDUCATED AND

INNOVATIVE EUROPE

Our success depends on high-quality and
equitable education, as well as invest-
ments in high-quality research, devel-
opment, and innovation. Through these
investments, we secure our future com-
petitiveness and employment, as well as a
sense of future optimism for our children
and youth. A high level of education is the
foundation for sustainable development
and an innovation-friendly EU. We want
to make Europe the leading continent for
knowledge and innovation.

The EU’s student exchange program
ERASMUS+ needs to be developed and
its continued funding guaranteed. The
program offers opportunities for edu-
cation, studies, or internships abroad.
Millions of young people have been able
to study in another EU country thanks to
exchange programs like Erasmus+. In the
future, more and more families will be
multilingual and have roots in several EU
countries. Multilingualism is valuable and
creates a broad understanding of others.
Exchange contributes to an increased
understanding of others and thereby
strengthens the EU.

Investments in education, culture,
research, and development are invest-
ments for the future. These investments
are extremely important for Finland to
compete globally. The EU has a framework
program for the development of research
and innovation activities that extends to
2027. We believe that the EU should renew
this program at the beginning of the next

mandate period. This program should
highlight areas of special expertise where
Finland is a global leader. These areas
include cleantech, energy technology,
quantum computing, digital networks, and
medical development.

Legislation in Europe should enable
innovation and development and encour-
age innovations that promote social and
ecological sustainability and develop solu-
tions for the green and digital transition.

SFP/RKP WANTS TO:

« Promote Europe’s competitiveness and attrac-
tiveness through education and research.

« Continue to develop the ERASMUS+ exchange
program for our youth and students.

« Secure a sustainable future through a higher
level of education among the population.

« Increase competitiveness, productivity, and
employment in the EU by investing in small
and medium-sized enterprises, research, and
innovation.

« (Create more jobs through innovation and
research so that more people in Europe have
employment.

« Strengthen the foundation for education,
innovation, and research within Europe in the
long term through framework programs, such
as Horizon Europe.

- Encourage innovations that promote social and
ecological sustainability.

+ Recognize the importance of culture for the
economy and local communities in the EU.




UNITED IN DIGITAL
DEVELOPMENT

Digitalization has become a fundamental
force for societal development and the
economy. It is important that digitaliza-
tion benefits all citizens and companies.
In our vision, innovation, integrity, and
cybersecurity go hand in hand. It is im-
portant that decisions regarding Finland’s
critical infrastructure remain in our own

hands.

In the digital era, data protection is es-
sential. We will work to ensure that the
EU’s General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR) is upheld and that it is implement-
ed and complied with consistently across
the Union. We want to give citizens con-
trol over their personal data and promote
transparency among the companies and
organizations that handle them.

To ensure that all citizens can benefit from
digitalization, we need to promote digital
inclusion and increase digital competence.
No one should be left out of the digital
future’s opportunities even as society
becomes digitalized.

Digitalization creates opportunities for
innovation and growth. We will support
policy actions that promote digital inno-
vation and entrepreneurship. This also
means facilitating cross-border business
activities within the EU and creating a
favorable environment for startups and
small businesses.

A secure and reliable digital infrastruc-
ture is at the core of successful digitaliza-
tion. It is crucial to ensure that both the
public and private sectors have access to
secure digital tools and platforms.

We work for the EU to establish clear
rules for the use of artificial intelligence
so that it is safe, fair, and humane. By
being a global leader in digital solutions,
Europe can create standards and ethical
guidelines around them.

Technology should serve humanity, not
the other way around.

SFP/RKP WANTS TO:

« Give citizens control over their personal data
and promote transparency among the compa-
nies and organizations that handle them.

+ Have the EU take a leading role in the global
development of digital technologies, also set-
ting high standards for privacy and security.

+ Have the EU create opportunities forinnovation
and growth within the global digital market.

« Ensure the EU secures a safe and reliable digital
infrastructure.

« Ensure decisions regarding network conces-
sions for digital infrastructure continue to be a
national concern.

+ Have the EU invest in research on new digital
technologies, including the impact of technolo-
gy on well-being.



UNITED FOR A HUMANE

MIGRATION POLICY

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is just one
example of the turbulent times we are liv-
ing in right now. Crises around the world
have led to an increase in the number of
refugees. It is extremely important that
Europe is able to meet the challenges that
exist and united create effective channels
for refugee reception, based on our inter-
national agreements on human rights.

We advocate for a fair and solidary
migration policy within the EU. Migra-
tion should be managed in a humane and
sustainable manner through cooperation
and a fair distribution of responsibilities.
‘We want to see active integration mea-
sures that enable participation in the labor
market and in society. By investing in inte-
gration, eliminating barriers in the labor
market, and facilitating the verification

of diplomas and additional education, we
can fully benefit from the positive effects
of migration. The possibility of family
reunification is important for successful
integration.

The labor shortage cannot be solved with-
out immigration. The proportion of elderly
in Europe is increasing, and we need

more people of working age. This brings
both economic and social consequences
such as increased demand for health and

medical care, lower productivity, and
increased public expenditures. To handle
these challenges, we need well-functioning
migration to address the labor shortage,
increase economic growth, and introduce
new knowledge. We need new function-
ing channels for labor migration, with-

out turning Europe into a guest worker
society.

‘We oppose all forms of racism and hatred
towards other people. We stand behind
the UN Refugee Convention and the right
to asylum. International agreements
create security. We work to ensure that
migrants are not exposed to life-threat-
ening risks or fall victim to serious crime
and human smuggling. For those who have
the right to asylum, there should be a hu-
mane and effective common system at the
EU level where people are received. All
EU countries should take their responsi-
bility in accordance with our fundamental
values of equality, and everyone’s right to
humane treatment. Together, we combat
undocumented status. Undocument-

ed individuals should have the right to
necessary social and health care services
within the EU.

For the free movement within the EU to
function, the EU’s external borders need
to be guaranteed equally effectively every-
where. A strong external border requires
that there are smooth and legal ways to
immigrate to the EU.




UNITED WE MAKE EUROPE SAFE

United we are strong, and together we can
solve the challenges we face. The security
situation has deteriorated. War rages in
Europe and the concern within member
states grows, while external forces at-
tempt to nibble at the EU’s credibility. The
EU’s enlargement is also important for
security reasons, as several countries are
under constant pressure from Russia. We
must ensure that the EU retains its credi-
bility and capacity to act and that we can
counteract the forces trying to undermine
Western democratic structures.

An aggressive Russia poses a threat

to stability in Europe. The intensified
cooperation between the EU and NATO
must continue and develop. The EU should
also take greater responsibility for its
own security. All EU countries should
have a credible national defense, and the
EU should become more self-sufficient in
terms of developing and producing defense
materials.

It is in Finland’s interest to support the
development of the EU’s common foreign
and security policy. Diplomatic work and
cooperation are important for promoting
peace, cohesion, democracy, and human
rights both within the union and around
the world. The EU’s ability to act must
also be strengthened internationally, and
majority decisions should be used more
extensively in the common foreign and
security policy. The EU’s common mech-

anisms for crisis management and rapid
response must work in practice.

The internal security of EU countries
should be strengthened, and international
organized crime should be combated on a
broad front. Through intensified cooper-
ation between EU countries and through
information exchange, we can better
counteract and prevent widespread orga-
nized crime, terrorism, cyber threats, and
disinformation.

‘We must ensure our democratic process-
es. We have a collective responsibility
within the EU to consistently work against
the spread of disinformation. Our task is
to protect our society, our citizens, and
their freedom against various hybrid
threats.

Due to Russia’s brutal aggression on
Ukraine, the long Finnish border with
Russia has become more significant than
before and must be better considered
within the EU. At the same time, the
vitality of the border areas needs to be
strengthened.

Human trafficking affects tens of thou-
sands of people within the EU, especially
girls and women. We must put an end to
human trafficking and the exploitation of
people.

SFP/RKP WANTS:

« The EU’s sanctions against Russia to continue
and be strengthened. Russia should withdraw
from Ukraine and pay for the damages caused.

« The EU to have a clearer foreign policy line
and to react more quickly to global events with
a united voice. Decisions concerning foreign
and security policy should be made with a
qualified majority.

+ Police authorities within the EU to improve
their cooperation to better counteract and
prevent widespread organized crime.

« EU countries to work united to combat the
spread of disinformation to stop various kinds
of hybrid threats.

« Finland’s long border with Russia to be better
considered within the EU, and the border
regions in eastern Finland to be given more
attention.

Investments in preventing and addressing
human trafficking to be prioritized, and the
financing of the EU’s Coordinator for Combating
Trafficking in Human Beings to be guaranteed.

The EU to work even more actively to prevent
and combat the sexual exploitation of children
online.

The cooperation within civil crisis management
to be developed and intensified.

The EU to work towards increasing the produc-
tion of defense materials.

The EU to reform and strengthen the financing
of the EU’s rapid response forces.

Frozen and confiscated Russian assets to be
forfeited and used for the reconstruction of
Ukraine.



UNITED FOR A STRONG
SINGLE MARKET

Through a strong single market, we ensure economic growth that creates prosperity
for the entire union. Over half of Finland’s exports go to EU countries. It is in Finland’s
interest that the EU’s single market is strengthened and becomes more flexible and pro-
ductive. The EU must not fall behind other major economies in economic development.
We work for a rule-based world trade, and in this work, the EU plays a central role. As
the world’s largest internal market, we can create standards that also have an effect
outside the EU.

Brexit has exposed how difficult it is to be outside the single market. The internal
market, based on the free movement of goods, services, capital, and people, is the key to
Europe’s success. It should be easy to move between member states. Through the free
movement of people, we can fully benefit from knowledge from throughout the EU. An
effective free market requires free movement, and therefore we must also counteract
internal border barriers. We also want to extend free movement to cover digital services
and products, which would give us access to TV, radio, and streaming services from
other EU countries.

The EU should become more autonomous and reduce dependence on major powers such
as China and the USA while continuing to protect free global trade. Major trade agree-
ments should be decided at the EU level. The Economic and Monetary Union (EMU)
needs to be strengthened to avoid economic crises. Members should follow the rules for
economic stability and growth. We support more effective monitoring and stricter sanc-
tions when a member state breaks the agreed rules.

The diversity of regulations within the EU creates loopholes that are exploited for
aggressive tax planning, tax evasion, corruption, and the shadow economy. Effective
countermeasures require cooperation, and therefore it is important that we in the EU
tackle these challenges united.

SFP/RKP WANTS:

Finland to get better at utilizing the single
market and increasing our exports.

The development of the central bank’s role to
create predictability and stability.

The EU to continue improving consumer protec-
tion through common regulation.

The practice of some member countries selling
citizenship and residence permits, so-called
golden visas, to be stopped.

To strengthen strategic autonomy by investing
in key production areas such as microchips and
battery manufacturing.

To create and develop common rules for plat-
form economies.

To establish common rules for corporate
taxation and state subsidies so that companies
in Europe are treated fairly and Finnish compa-
nies retain their competitiveness.

To make it easier to access internet content
regardless of geographical location within the
internal market.

To combat tax evasion and corruption through
out the union.

To make it easy to move to another EU country
to work and study.

To have degrees more widely recognized within
the EU.

EU financing of infrastructure and road net
works to support business and free movement.

The EU to lift its ban on snus.

To counteract overregulation and microman-
agement within the EU.



UNITED WE ARE HEALTHIER IN

THE FUTURE

We view healthcare as a fundamental
right and a key factor for the well-being of
citizens. Within the framework of the EU,
we strive to strengthen the healthcare co-
operation necessary to meet the challeng-
es our common society faces.

As an EU citizen, you should feel secure
in all EU countries. All EU citizens must
be guaranteed basic social and healthcare
services, regardless of where they are

in the EU. We advocate for promoting
cross-border cooperation to ensure that
citizens can receive necessary healthcare
services across national borders, while
maintaining high quality standards. We
need a common practice in the EU area
regarding health data to be able to share
the necessary information.

Through joint research and sharing

of best practices, we can improve the
healthcare sector. We support initiatives
that promote cooperation between the
health and medical institutions of member
countries to increase knowledge, promote
research, and ensure that new innovations
reach patients.

Pandemics and other health crises know
no borders. We advocate for strengthen-
ing the EU’s preparedness and capacity
to handle health crises by establishing
common methods for effectively sharing
necessary medical equipment and medi-
cines between member countries.
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We work to ensure affordable and equita-
ble access to medicines within the EU. The
goal is that no one should be left without
necessary medicine due to economic or
geographical reasons.

The effects on health and well-being must
be comprehensively considered in the EU’s
decision-making.

SFP/RKP WANTS:

» Finland to take an active role in the develop-
ment of European health data.

The EU to strengthen preparedness for future
global pandemics and health crises.

The EU to promote generic drug production,
coordinate price negotiations, and support
research to develop new treatment methods.

EU citizens to have the right to basic care and
services in all EU countries.

Europeans to be more physically active to
improve overall health.

The EU to promote public health at various
levels.



UNITED WE CULTIVATE THE LAND
AND PRODUCE THE FOOD

Agriculture and forestry play a central
role in Finland’s economy and well-being.
Within the framework of the EU, we strive
to shape a common agricultural policy and
a long-term forestry policy that promotes
sustainability, profitability, and security
for our producers.

We prioritize a sustainable agriculture
and forestry policy to meet the growing
global demand for food while considering
environmental aspects. To ensure that
Finnish farmers continue to play a central
role, we will work to improve profitability
in agriculture and reduce unnecessary ad-
ministrative burdens. We should have food
production even in crisis times within the
entire EU to secure supply preparedness.

In the global market, it is important to
ensure consumer safety by applying high
standards for food safety, ethics, and
environmental considerations for import-
ed food. At the same time, we strive to
promote locally produced food to support
both the environment and employment.
We are proud that Finland has the world’s
cleanest food, and we want to secure
opportunities for our farmers to practice
agriculture in a healthy and sustainable
environment.

Finland is and should be a leader in sus-
tainable forestry, and we will continue to
actively shape a diverse European forest
policy. We will work to support respon-
sible forest management and improve the
forest industry’s opportunities to contrib-
ute to sustainable development.

SFP/RKP WANTS:

« To continue to make it possible to practice
agriculture and forestry in Finland.

« The forestry policy to remain a national con-
cern.

« To strengthen the position of primary produc-
ers in the food chain.

« To prioritize food safety, ethics, and environ-
mental impact in the common agricultural

policy.

« To secure agricultural supports at a sufficient
level.

+ The EU’s common agricultural policy to have
a budget that secures the conditions for food
production throughout the EU.

« The EU’s upcoming enlargement to be consid-
ered when reforming the common agricultural

policy.

« To ensure the operational conditions for the
Finnish fishing industry.

« Toreduce unnecessary EU bureaucracy.

+ To make European food standards mandatory
forimports to the EU.

« Torecognize and compensate for the carbon
sinks contributed by agriculture within the EU.

« To continue working to reduce antibiotic resis-
tance in the EU.
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